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Robert Leonard.

By Robert Grau

HAT has become of the matl-

nee {dol? Where is the Adonis

of yesteryear over whom the
matinee girl was wont to rave? Has
the cruel camera man robbed the
etage calling of all of the handsome
Jjeune premiers of other days?

Not all, i we are to believe Bob
Hilliard, himself an {dol of the stage.
He swears he willnever desert tothe
screen. He calls the vogue of the
movies a mere diversion for the low
foreheads; yet, in the same breath,
he deplores the invasion of filmdom
by such one-time matinee Iidols as
Willlam apd Dustin Faroum, Robert
Edeson, Willinm Elliott, *“Jack" Barry-
more and Robert Warwick.

“The motion picture is the gulllo-
tine of the draina,” says Hr. Hilliard,
Less than & year ago he was out in
Los Angeles! where there are no less
thas 60 Al Btudios, aud was bom:
Dbarded with offers, What amazed him
most was the spectacle of a one-time
member of his company, Thomas H.
Ince, now a millionaire, sending foi
him and asking him to write hig own
contract. Hilllard declined; but Ince
gays his attitude toward the screen
would not have been the same had
be not just then been wedded to a
well known helress,

1t is,only a truth to state that most
of the matinee idols are now in-
trenched In the motion plciure fleld
where salaries are pald with clock-
like regularity fer 52 weeks In the
year. Where else can they have their
evenings to themselves and spend
much of their time in the open air?

Many producers have camped on
the trall of John Drew, the greatest
matinee idol of this stage generation.
While the Inte Charles Frohman lived
Mr, Drew was deaf to all of the im-
portunities, even refusing an audience
to the ambassador of Danlel Froh-
man, 10w a plllar of the picture play
fndustry. Dréew has been offered
$100,000, which he declined as if it
were an insult,

When DeWoll Hopper capitulated
to (he Iure of an annual $125,000, and
had already started for California,
John Drew was at least willing to
listen, ‘The successors to Charles
Frohman have been so depressed at
the loss of Billie Burke, who has just
peen signed up by the aforesald
rhomas H. Ince at a guarantee of
$40000 for four weeks' work on one
feature film, that they are despairing
over the possibility of losing not only
John Drew but also Maude Adams,

1t is doubtful if John Drew will
enter a film studlo short of & quarter
of a million dollars for one year.

Not & few of the idolized youths
who are the yogue In the drama of
gilence came into'the film studio un-
ynown; they possessed what the

vest photoplay directors call “ple-
ture pefﬂﬂnﬂlml’.’ﬁ."

As recently as flve Yyears ago
James Young was tempting fate “on
the road” With “Brown of Harvard."
In bis company were J. Warren Ker
rigan and Carlyle Blackwell. Neitber
ever created a ripple on the speak-

{ng stage—a salary of $40 n . week

Jocked 'BIE to  them. But/ when
tney went into pletures It was all
giferente  Their' pay - now is ‘such as

rand.opera dive might envy. /

jiurice Barrymore died before his
chiifren’ became, famous,  The same
vauleville mpgnate who pald most
jetantly. $500‘w week to the entire
ymore family, now.pay $3000 a
week tor Bibel; and. 31600 @ week to:

Te

ek All bl the. younger Barry--

mores Bave Been” captured Dy tho
morlesit. “Jeek” and Lionel are matl-
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nie 1do1s; but the idols of the screen
in a job lot would mot present the
majestic and all-compelling spectacle

of the Maurice Barrymore, who
“lalily (gcipanted dodigiives ye Fapil,
emotional women" in the halcyon

days of old Wallaclk’s.

Georze Rignold, of years agone,
enjoyed hig amazing vogue with the
matinee girl to such an extent that
his managers were constantly origi-
nating novel ideas with intent to pro-
long what was the longest run ever
recorded for a Shakespearlan produc-
tion. He appeared in & speclal per-
formance of “Romeo and Jullet,” sup-
ported by seven Juliets—one for each
seene, The prices [or sests were
doubled; speculators reaped a har-
vest. Four thousand women and less
than 100 men were packed into o
playhouse ‘seating 2000. Like all
“freal” performances, stage presen-
tation was disappolnting, agide from
Rignold, who never Wwas 80 raved
over as on that day, Alas for the
geven Juliets! Only one—Marie Wain-
wright—scored; the other slx were
just bad—even for amateurs; but
Miss Wainwright owes to that oppor-
tunity the splendid career which has
been hers,

Such a sight as confronted poor
Rignold when he emerged from the
gtage door after the malinee could

Hanley.

be duplicated today anmywhere,
street was lined with women six

5 deep, bent upon gazing Romeo

it of conntenance, But Rignold was
so scared at the spectacle that he
lieartlessly went back to his dressing
room, where a caterer from a nelgh-
boring restaurant provided his meals.

Lester Wallack was idolized on
and off the stage by women of every
age and type. It was he who pre-
dicted the sensational vogue of Har-
ry Montague and it was in Wallack's
company that Montague became the
most popular jeune premier of the
last hall of the 19th century. Wallack
was wholly indifferent to hls own
popularity.

Willlam Faversham, more than any
actor of his perlod, attracted women
to the hox office. Probably no moti-
nee idol ever maintained his drawing
power longer than he; yet so strango

come; but strangely enough, from the

e Francis Bushman.

is the present day aftitude of play-
goers that, despite the fact that his
last new play was the best vehlcle he
has ever had the handsome actor was
forced fnto vaudeyille and now, hay-
Ing made hls debut on the acreen, has
decided to continue, thus adding one
more stage idol to the Increasing list
of film stars,

In the game film company is Fran-
¢ls X. Bughman,a gtriking illustration
of changed conditions in the amuge-
ment field, Bushman s not only
featured far more extensively Lhan
Faveggham, but it is a truth that he
Is paid £60,000 a year, though on the
slage he never recelved more than
850 a week. If you will ask the first
100 patrons of the photoplay which
af the two they prefer you will be
1old by the majority that they would
not exchange Bushman for all the
slage stars,

Rohert B. Mantell'has just deserted
the stage for the screen. He was
giuch a compeliing flgure when he
played ‘with Fanny Davenport In
“Fedora"” that ho became convinced
L stellar career was the natural out-

very day he was conspic-
uously featured as an In-
dividual star, his box 'of-
flce value with woman
agudlences lesscoed, It
was thus that Mantell
gradually emerged into a

William
Garwood.
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ThelaceoftheMatmeeld

i Eyes and Hearts---How the Movies
| Have Affected the Demand

' ‘playgoers bestows now-so rarely, * «

‘fecting’ from' the middle| caa

" duce a to-and-ro movem

.sat and at the same time allowsiof
. moving the whole very. rapldly, o}
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John Drew. = '
prolonged perlod of Shakespearian
portrayals. s 0.

What has become of Henry E.
Dixey, who, as Adonis, was an admi-
ration on both sldes of the' Atlantio?
He {s fust as handsome, now,and &
much better actor than then, buthis,
advent today in & new role w
create not a ripple of that genuine
interest which a blase generation‘of
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An Electric Floor Brush.

N improyed eléctelo brushfor

/ pollshing wood floors "uses

un electrle motor \at the top

and o large round fiat brush. upders =
neath the motor. To keep the mator "
from  turning about along withithe
brush, there is used a steadying.de- .

vice in the shape of'a pair of square-

shaped flat brushes at the sides

the central one.  Each’square brush

is mourited on the end of & shift

is geared up so that the shaft
{n and out as a plunger, 60 & to

side brushes, This steadles the.

Tn ‘Norwsy vagelnation
pulsory; but & person, cAnnat v




